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| (FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

3 On 11 July, a group of Soviet nationals employed by the Rear Services of
the Central Group of Forces discussed the event and some members of the
group expressed interest in the views of the Austrian newspapers. One
of the group answered that Austrian newspapers had predicted a power struggle
after the death of Stalin. A lieutenant colonel stated that Beria wanted
to seize power.

he The director of a Vienna USIA firm ordered all magazines with a cover picture
or article on Beria removed from the office as of 13 July.

5. The arrest of ﬁeria is a rgjor topic of conversation a;mqng Soviet nationals
in Austria. Military persunnel of field grade and below consider themselves
not directly concerned and show no apprehension. WNo sympathy is expressed

for Beria,
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